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CONFIDENTIAL ADDIS ABABA 1 1999 
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SUBJECT: MLD PRESIDENT PRAISES EPMG, STAND ON TFAI 
REFS: A. ADDIS 11891 (NOTAL), B. ADDIS 11246 (NOTAL), 

1 . IN NOVEMBER 28 ETHIOPIAN HERALD ARTICLE, POPULAR MOVEMENT 
FOR THE LIBERATION OF DJIBOUTI (MPL) PRESIDENT MOHAMMED KAMIL 
ALI PRAISED EPMG STAND ON DJIBOUTI UPON HIS RETURN FROM UN. 
MOHAMMED ALSO PRAISED EPMG STAND ON DJIBOUTI BEFORE OAU, NOT- 
ING THAT SOMALIA, WHICH SEEMINGLY SUPPORTED PRINCIPLE OF SELF- 
DETERMINATION FOR TFAI, HAD NOT RENOUNCED ITS TERRITORIAL CLAIMS 
AT KAMPALA AND PORT LOUIS OAU MEETINGS. HE ALSO CONDEMNED 
PRESENT TFAI COALITION GOVERNMENT LED BY LPAI FOR ITS "ANTI- 
DEMOCRATIC STAND WHICH DOES NOT REFLECT ASPIRATIONS OF PEOPLE 
OF DJIBOUTI”. 

2. MOHAMMED STATED THAT MPL HAD ASKED UN DECOLONIZATION 
COMMITTEE TO CONDEMN "MACHINATIONS" OF FRENCH COLONIALISM 
AND EXPEDITE DECOLONIZATION OF TFAI ON BASIS OF FIVE 
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A. END OF ARBITRARY ARRESTS AND DEPORTATIONS, 

B. REMOVAL OF MINES AROUND THE PORT OF DJIBOUTI, 

C. CREATION OF ATMOSPHERE CONDUCIVE TO PEACEFUL TRANSITION 
TO GENUINE INDEPENDENCE, 

D. ABOLITION OF ALL COLONIAL ESTABLISHMENTS IN TFAI, AND 

E. IMMEDIATE AND UNCONDITIONAL WITHDRAWAL OF ALL FRENCH 
TROOPS FROM TFAI ON INDEPENDENCE. 

3. COMMENT: THIS IS SECOND ARTICLE ON MPL CARRIED BY 
ETHIOPIAN PRESS IN PAST WEEK, A FACT WHICH FURTHER REFLECTS 
EPMG SUPPORT FOR PREVIOUSLY ALL BUT UNKNOWN MPL. THAT MOFA 
REQUESTED VISA FOR MOHAMMED KAMIL ALI AS MEMBER OF "MLD" 
DELEGATION (ADDIS 11246), INDICATES EPMG COORDINATING ACTI- 
VITIES OF MPL AND BETTER KNOWN MLD, WHICH CLEARLY INSTRUMENT 
OF EPMG. 
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